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Context: why this matters

Police Recorded Crime:
6,655,105 (-1%)2

Notes on flow chart:

1. Includes adults as well as
children. Age of offenders is
often unknown when crimes are
reported to the police.

Children diverted from formally
entering youth justice system?
(data not available)

103,135 (-4%)

2. Figures in brackets show the
percentage change compared to
the previous year

3. The number of children diverted
from formally entering the youth
justice system through
Community Resolutions or other
diversionary outcomes.

Arrests of children:
58,899 (0%) (data not available)
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Children proceeded against Cautions
at court:
17,859 (+8%)

4. Average custodial sentence

length refers to the full custodial 4,317 (-14%)

term imposed (for sentences of a Sentences
fixed length only), not just the given to children at court:
period actually spent in custody. 12,871 (+8%)

Community sentences Custodial sentences Other court sentences
given to children at court: given to children at court: given to children:
9,204 (+11%) 660 (+21%) 3,007 (-1%)

Average custodial sentence
length*:
17.5 months (-10%)

Youth Justice official statistics 2023-24 (Mol/YJB)

Stop and searches of children:

Cnminal Behaviour Orders

given to children by the police:

 Children in contact
with YJ system are
relatively small but
Important group

« Among the most
vulnerable/at-risk
children

« Contact with YJ
system associated
with range of adverse
factors/outcomes

* Focus here on YJ —
but Family Justice
contact also key



Some good evidence — but we need more
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What do we know about drivers and
effects of Youth Justice contact?

» Consistent links between key education
factors and youth offending. Also — socio-
economic disadvantage, gender ethnicity,
trauma, and children’s social care contact

* Evidence of negative longer-term effects of
criminal justice contact on future offending,
health, employment and other factors

» Justice contact is a key transition with big
Implications BUT: still much to know about
causality; duration and extent of effects vary




YEF Toolkit

An overview of existing research on approaches to preventing
children and young people becoming involved in violence.

Find out more about the Toolkit

To receive the latest Toolkit updates straight to your inbox, sign-up for our newsletter!
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Restorative justice

A process which supports
someone who has committed a
crime to communicate with the
victim, understand the impact of
their actions, and find a positive
way forward.
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Custody aftercare
and resettlement
programmes
Programmes that seek to
address children’s needs and
support reintegration into the
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Pre-court diversion
Diverting children who have
committed first-time or low level
offences away from the formal
youth justice system
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Prison awareness

programmes
Programmes which deter
children and young people from
crime by demonstrating the
redlities of life in prison
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Boot camps
Military-style boot camps for
young people who have been
convicted of an offence
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Getting back on track?

« Some good (but also mixed/fragmented and
key gaps) evidence about what does and
doesn’t work — often focused on
(re)offending as main outcome of interest.

« Supportive interventions (mentoring,
therapy) effective; harsh measures not.
Justice contact itself is negative. Barriers to
getting children back into ETE after YJ
contact, esp for most vulnerable

 Current focus in YJ on diversion (incl
prevention/early intervention) and ‘Child
First’ approaches.



What more do we need to know?

 More about transitions from the YJ system: back into
everyday life (incl education and employment) for
most; into the adult justice system for some

* What works (and not), for who, and when? Particular
focus on disparities, and protective factors

* Observational studies still important but more focus on
(1) causality and (ii) specific/dynamic nature of
children’s journeys

* Joining up our knowledge — different lenses on similar
Issues helpful but only if we connect the learning

* Missing data and marginalised groups: who and what
IS missing from the data?
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