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Context: why this matters: why this 
mahy this matters

Youth Justice official statistics 2023-24 (MoJ/YJB)

• Children in contact 
with YJ system are 
relatively small but 
important group

• Among the most 
vulnerable/at-risk 
children

• Contact with YJ 
system associated 
with range of adverse 
factors/outcomes

• Focus here on YJ – 
but Family Justice 
contact also key



Some good evidence – but we need more



What do we know about drivers and 
effects of Youth Justice contact?

• Consistent links between key education 
factors and youth offending. Also – socio-
economic disadvantage, gender ethnicity, 
trauma, and children’s social care contact

• Evidence of negative longer-term effects of 
criminal justice contact on future offending, 
health, employment and other factors

➢ Justice contact is a key transition with big 
implications BUT: still much to know about 
causality; duration and extent of effects vary 



Getting back on track?

• Some good (but also mixed/fragmented and 
key gaps) evidence about what does and 
doesn’t work – often focused on 
(re)offending as main outcome of interest.

• Supportive interventions (mentoring, 
therapy) effective; harsh measures not. 
Justice contact itself is negative. Barriers to 
getting children back into ETE after YJ 
contact, esp for most vulnerable

• Current focus in YJ on diversion (incl 
prevention/early intervention) and ‘Child 
First’ approaches. 



What more do we need to know?

• More about transitions from the YJ system: back into 
everyday life (incl education and employment) for 
most; into the adult justice system for some 

• What works (and not), for who, and when? Particular 
focus on disparities, and protective factors

• Observational studies still important but more focus on 
(i) causality and (ii) specific/dynamic nature of 
children’s journeys

• Joining up our knowledge – different lenses on similar 
issues helpful but only if we connect the learning

• Missing data and marginalised groups: who and what 
is missing from the data? 
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